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was to be absorbed by the Crown with payment
for its value to the proprietors; but in all other
respects the charter and the rights and liberties
of the people were to remain unimpaired. Just
there lay the danger. An act of Parliament would
be required to make the change and, having once
started on such a change, Parliament, or the party
in power therein, might decide to make other
changes, and in the end there might remain very
little of the original rights and liberties of the
colonists under their charter. It was by no means
a wise move. But intense feeling on the subject
was aroused. Passionate feeling seemed to have
been running very high among the steady Quakers.
In this new outburst the Quakers had the Scotch-
Irish on their side, and a part of the Churchmen.
The Germans were divided. But the majority
enthusiastic for the change was very large.

There was a new alinement of parties. The east-
ern Presbyterians, usually more or less in sym-
pathy with the Scotch-Irish, broke away from
them on this occasion. These Presbyterians op-
posed the change to a royal governor because they
believed that it would be followed by the estab-
lishment by law of the Church of England, with
bishops and all the other ancient evils. Although